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CPYRGHT 

· - ASTER PILOT Carroll Ware 
wore the open smile of a child 
as he reached overhead, closed 
his fingers around a worn wood­

en handle, and pulled down hard. A geyser of 
steam erupted from the half-moon mouth of 
the whistle and the Delta Queen (above) lifted 
her voice, the fabled voice of Mark Twain's 
"great Mississippi, the majestic, the mag­
nificent Mississippi, rolling its mile-wide tide 
along, shining in the sun .... " 

"Down New Orleans, they know what 
that sound means," said the pilot. "Steam­
boat comin'! The last one, but we're comin'!" 

With the dignity of age, the 44-year-old 
Queen swung away from the levee at Vidalia, 
Louisiana, far upriver from New Orleans, 
where she had spent the night tied to willow 

trees. On the wing bridge, the voice of big 
Capt. Ernest Wagner boomed out: 

"Hard right! Half ahead! Stick her stern in 
the eddy, and the river will pull us around." 

With swifter tempo, the red stern wheel 
pounded into foaming hillocks behind us the 
snows and rains of a million square miles. 
We voyaged on a vast flood that has carried 
men south for centuries-Frenchmen with 
furs in birchbark canoes, swaggering "Kain­
tucks" in flatboats and keelboats stuffed with 
the bounty of a new land, captains and roust­
abouts on steamboats packed to the smoke­
stacks with bales of cotton. Their destination 
was now mine: New Orleans, that city of 
Mediterranean mood where peoples of many 
cultures--French, Spanish, American, Afri­
can--have created a singular way of life. 
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Time of make-believe magic, the Mardi Gras se_ason 
begins on Twelfth-night, January 6, and c~1dsl 60 1ht;~r­
in" galas later. Regally robed, scepter lll HUH 't tier 

" · Q ~>rccts <rUests a lC ... Royal Majesty the Mysttc. ueen ':' . " . 
. ... M r ( :lub Ball in Mumclpal Awhtonum. 

YG~atucdy. Bourbon Street, famed for its open-door cahb-
. . . h eck at t e 

arets··--lo let potentml custom~~~ ave a ~ f r 
dancers inside--throbs with. acllvlt?' at any tt~e ~. y=:s~ 
But the last night of carmval brmgs out t e )lp;, d 
throngs (lower), intent on paying homage to ~o~us,~·oy 
of revelry. Carnivalgoers awake on Ash . c ~les: ~ 
I 

. t J>"tno r ~rdner once remarked, "fcehng hkc e 
lUIDOflS " t') -"tl ._ 

in a state of Comus." 
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